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ELECTION SERMON. 



PROVERBS xiv. 34. 

RICHTEOUSNESS EXALTETU A NATION : BUT SIN IS A «£• 
PROACH TO ANY PSOPLE. 
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H E great fource of all human know- 
ledge is experience ; and that experience which teaches 
us prftftical wifdom, and informs us of the many evib 
that conftantly wait on life, is acquired chiefly by ob- 
fervation and refledion. Tiipe, indeed, is continu- 
ally forcing the inftruftions of this'fage monitor on 
our notice, and when *' length of days" has not made 
us iuffidbntly acquainted with her, we fly to the aged 
that we may learn her counfels ; or read them with 
fufficient certainty, in the mifconduft, difappoint- 
jnent, and miferies of Otliiers, 

The Hiftorian makes it his peculiar glory, that by 
feithfuUy recording the fates of kii^doms.bydeUnea- 
ting the virtues which raifed foxne to magnificence, 

, and 



and the vices which brought others gradually to de- 
ftruftion, he anticipates -the future by a true repre- 
fentationpf the paft, and teaches men wifdom by'the 
e:^ample of others. But though, from the fhort pe- 
riod of human Ufe, the narrownefs of our views, and 
the neceffary calls of duty, we are obliged to recur to 
the experience of thofe wholiave gone before us, for 
almoft all our knowledge ; yet the few events that 
happen to ourfelves, Or that fall v^ithin the circle of 
our own obfervation, make a far more lafting impref- 
fion on us, and hvfQ a much greater influence over ' 
the heart. 

The ftrarige viciffitudes of fortune, that happep 
either to nations or individTaals, we hear ,with faint 
emotion, and often regard them only as they ferye to 
gratify curiofity, and increafe our flore of knowledge. 
The Hiftorian's eloquence, and the Poet's fancy can 
fcarcely raife the tear of fympathy, while they relate, 
with all the decoration of iahgiiage, the miferies of 
life ; and thofe forrows which only the beft and fofteft 
bofoms feel occafionaUy for the calamities of others, 
are but of fliort duration. They vanilh quick as the 
morning dews diflblve before the rifing fun, and oft', 
l&e them, " leave not a trace behind." But fuch 
calamities and difappointments as befal ourfelves, are 
ccsnfidered a$ dear bought experience, and treafured 
up in the heart. Thefe are the counfellors that will 
make us wife and good ; unlefs in defpite of reafon 
and of nature, we fuifer life to glide away unnoticed, 
without improvement in knowledge or in virtue. 

Serious 



. Serious reflexion "On what has pafled-, with a con- 
|lant habit of compa,ring it to the future, feems, in-^ 
deed, to be a rule of moral difcipHne, natural to tha 
mind of man, and is one of the greateft f^feguards. of 
virtue, as well as the brfl m^ans of acquiring ufeful 
knowledge. The fluftuating ftate of our minds makes 
it neceffary to take thefe retrofpedive' views' of life, 
that we may incfeafe in prudence, and eftablifh our- 
felves in virtue* 

Under the full perfuafion of the efficacy of this 
principle, as well as the influence of the Divine Spirit, 
the Proverbs of Solomon, which have always been 
efteemed a moft valuable part of the holy Scriptures, 
were written. He fays himfelf, that they were the 
fruits of his niofb profound meditations, and of his 
moft excellent wifdom. Becaufe the Preacher was 
wife, he ftill taught the people knowledge; yea he 
gave good heed, and fought out, and fet in order 
many Proverbs.* To give the more weight and dio-- 
nity to his precepts, he delivers them not as his own, 
but as thofe of Wifdom herfelf ; and in the poetic and 
dramatic way, introduces her as a divine perfon, the 
favourite offspring and firft born of God, who dwelt 
with him before the foundations of the earth were laid, 
before time and the world was, and who is lent forth 
from him to guide, and inftruft the children of men. 

Among thefe Proverbs or wife fayings, we find 
many excellent fules for the conduft of human life, 
and for leading men to happinefs. But perhaps there 
is not any thing in the whole book, of greater im- 
portance 

* Ecclef, xii. 9. 



portance to us, as merrAefs of civil fociety, than the 
aphorifm contained in our text; Righteoufnefs ex- 
alteth a nation, but fin is a reproach to any people.' 

It is well known, that the word rightemfnefi .1% 
ufed, in the facred writings, with different degrees of 
latitude. Sometimes, it is applied in a confined fenfe, 
as fignifyiflg that uprightnefs, equity and juftice, which 
we fhould maintain in our treatment of our fellow 
creatures, by rendering to all their proper dues ; and 
is ^ynonimous with juftice. But the word is ufually 
taken ift a more extenfive fignificarion, as defcriptive 
of goodnefs in general. In this fenfe the righteou? 
man is one, who aifts well in all the relations and char- 
a^Sters'in which he is placed ; who lives in the prac- 
tice of piety, benevolence, felf government aud uni- 
verfal goodnefi. In this larger meaning, the term is 
moft commonly ufed throughout the Pfalms, the 
Proverbs and the New Teftament. Thus, To him 
that foweth righteoufnefs fhall be a fure reward. As 
righteoufnefs tendeth to life, fo he that purfueth evil, 
purlueth it to his own death. It Is in this extenfive 
fenfe, that the word is undoubtedly ufed in our text. 
A rightebus perfon is one who maintains an upright, 
iioly and virtuous part through the whole courfe and 
tenor of his life. He is pne, who ferioufly confiders, 
and fteadily difcharges the general obhgations of pi- 
ety and goodnefs. This, no doubt, will neceflarily 
include in it, his being righteous in the fkift and limi- 
ted fignification of the term. He makes a point of 
preferving an ,exa£l fidelity and equity in his inter- 
courfe with mankind. According to the befh of his 
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abilities he renders to his fellow creatures their dues, 
and treats them in a manner agreeable to the various 
claims, of one kind and anotherj which they have upo^ 
him. He is true to his engagements, and faithful to 
his promife^* 

Besides this, he performs the other offices and 
duties of the virtuous charaaer. He is not only^ 
honeft and equitable, but kind and benevolent. He 
endeavours to promote the welfare of thofe around 
him, and to behave, in every refpedt, as one who is 
animated with the principles of affeftion to his bre- 
thren of the human nature. He makes it his labour, 
his delight, to render them happy, fo far as the ca- 
pacity of doing it, which Providence hath put in his 
power, extends. 

Nor, while he is juft and generous towards men. 
Is he unjuft to, or forgetful of, the ever blefled God. 
He feriouily confiders his obligations to the greatefb 
and bell: of beings, and is folicitous to teftify his fenfe 
of them, by all the returns which h& is capable of 
making. Hence he cultivates the deepeft reverence 
for the facred name of his Maker, and the warmeft 
fentimerits of devotion towards him: Hence he loves 
his high Creator and Benefeftor, above every objedt 
befide, is truly thankful for the mercies he receives 
from him, trufts in his proteftion and fupport, fub- 
mits to his will, and is obedient to his commands, 

E<iiTALLy intent is the righteous man upon main- 
taining and cherifhing the perfonal virtues^ He keeps 

B himfelf 
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himfelf in tfie exercife of felf govemmertt, teiaperanee^ 
mederation, .meeknefs, humility and contentment, 
M fliorf , he endeavours to be found in- all the eom- 
ittandments aind ordinances of the Lord blanlelefs, and 
to preferve all the graces of tlie fpirittral Kfe. 

Stjch is the rightedtffhefs the wile fnan fpeaks o( 
as exhibited in pradtice ; and a righteous nation con- 
lifts of a number of individiials whole charader and 
€ondu<5t are fuch as we have* now briefly delir^eated. 

Th.e fin mentlorted in otir text, as the reproach of 

a. people, mtift be conlidered as the oppoflte to fhis 

great and ■ gbod charaxEtei', When the people com- 

pefing a nation fhew no rfegard to the eternal rules of 

equity and jultice ; v^hen true feligitfn decays, and 

they lofe their reverence for thp Divine Being ; wlien 

they defpiie his inftitutions, ajid profane his fabbaths ; 

when they ridicule his word, a'nd indulge themfelves 

in the breach of his commands j when infidelity and 

vice prevail ; when impiety and irreligion mark the 

ehavaxfter of a people — then iniquity abounds, and 

they are under the influence' of that lin, which is 

their greateft reproach.. ' 

Taking then the word righteoufnels in the fenle we 
have explained it, to fignify religicai andvirtite in gen- 
eral, our text naturally prefents us with a lubjed, which, 
I flatter myfelf, will not be confidered as altogether fo- 
reign from the defign of our prefen^t aflembling, viz. 

THE HARMONY OF RELIGION AND CIVIL POLI- 
TY i 
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TY ; or, that religion and virtue are the fureft means 
of promoting national happinefs and profperity. 

When Solomon afferts that religion or righteouf^ 
nefs exalteth a nation, we are not to underftand the 
propofition in fo ftrift and abfolute a,fenfe, as that 
true religion is fo neceflary, in all its do£irines, and in all 
the extent of its precepts, that there have been no In- 
ftances of the profperity of focietiea, which have not 
been wholly regulated by it- Some States, it mufl be 
iacknowledged, which have been only partially govern- 
ed by its maxims, have enjoyed long and glorious adr 
-vantages upon the theatre of the world ; either becaufe 
their falfe religions contained fome prineiples of refti- 
tude, in common with tlie true religion ; or, becaufe 
GoB, in order -to anirriate and encourage fuch people 
to the pra6tiee of ferfle virtues, neeeffary to the veny 
beii!^ of foc-iety, anne'xed feccefs to the ekefcjfe of 
them; or, becaufe re&itude was never fo folly tftab- 
Uftied upon eatrth, as to preel«de inguftice from en- 
joying the advalntages of virtue, or virtue from fuffer- 
ing the penalties of vice. However this- may be, we 
affirm, that the moft fore method that a natiori can 
take to fupport and exalt itfelf, is to follow the kws 
ei tighteoufnefs, and the fpirit of religion, 

NoR is it aflerted in our text, that, in every par- 
ticular cafe, religion is more feeeefsful in procuring 
fome temporary advantage than tlie violation of it j 
fo that to confider fociety only in this point of light, 
and to confine it to this particular cafe/ independent' 
ly of all other circumftanees, religion yield* the ho- 
nour 
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nour of temporary profperity to injuftice. Some State 
crimes may have beenfuccefsful, and have been the fteps' 
by which certain nations have acquired worldly glo- 
ry. And fliould we acknowledge that virtue has forhe- 
times been an obflacle to grandeur, ftill the truth of ' 
the propofition in our text ftands unimpeached — that 
if we confider a nation in every point of light, and in 
all circumftances, it will be found that the more a fo- 
ciety praftifes virtue, the more profperity it will enjoy j 
the more it abandons itfelf to vice, the more mifery it 
"will fooner or later fuiFer ; fo that the very vice which 
contributed to its exaltation, will produce its deftruc- 
tion, and the virtue which feemed at firft to abafe it, 
will in the end exalt its glory. 

We obferve further here, that by a nation's being 
•exalted, the infpired author of our text does not in- 
tend fuch an elevation as Worldly heroes, or rather ty- 
rants, aim at. If, by exalting a nation, is undefftood 
an elevation extending itfelf beyond the limits of 
reftitude ; an elevation not diredted by juftice and 
good faith, confifking in the acquifitions of wanton 
and arbitrary power, obliging other nations to fubmit 
to a yoke of flavery, and thus becoming an execution- 
er of divine vengeance on all mankind — .we allow, 
that in this fenfe, exaltation is not an efFeft of righte- 
oufnefs. But, by exalting a nation, the wife man in- 
tends, whatever promotes the greateft happiriefs and 
profperity of its citizens ; its being governed by wife 
and wholefome laws, enjoying liberty and equal gov- 
ernment, negociating fuccefsful treaties,' attacking its 
enemies with courage, defending itfelf with refolution, 
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tojoying every blefling conducive to the profperity and 
happinefs of a people ; and at the fame time bleffed 
with the favourable notice and regard of the Divine 
Beii^. Such an exaltation is obtained only by righ- 
teoufnels. 

In a word, it is not the lot of humanity, that the 
profperity of any nation ftiould be fo perfeft, as to 
exclude all untoward circumftances. The meaning 
of our text muft be, that the higheft glory, and the 
moft perfed; happinefs, which can be enjoyed by a 
nation, in a world, where, after aU, there muft be a 
mixture of adverfity with profperity, are the fruits of 
righteou&efs. No nation was ever yet free from evils 
and inconveniences of many kinds ; and even the moft 
virtuous focieties have been fuffered to labour under 
many ftraits and difficulties ; and it muft be allowed, 
that this world will always be to publick bodies what 
it is to individuals, a place of mifery and unhappi- 
nefs ; and therefore we muft underftand our text as 
afferting only, that the moft fohd happinefs, which 
can be enjoyed here below, has righteoufnefs for its 
caufe. It is the more neceflary to reftrain it with- 
in thefe limitations, not only becaufe they explain 
the fenfe of the infpired author, but becaufe they 
ferve to preclude fuch objections, to unravel flich 
fophifms, and to folve fiich difficulties, as infidels and 
libertines have urgedf againft its truth. 

To prove, then, that religion and virtue are the 

fureft means of promoting national happinefs and 

profperity, let us confider the origin of civil govern- 

. ment, and the motives which induced manlund to 

unite 
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unite themfelves in focjety. By doing this, we fliall 
perceive that righteouihefs is the 6nly thing that can; 
render nations happy, 

Every individuaLhas a great variety of wants, and 
but few, and thofe very limited, faculties to fupply 
them. Every individual of mankind has neeid of 
knowledge to inform him, erf" laws to direft him, of 
property to fupport him, of food to nourifh him^, of 
clothing and covering to defend him againft the in* 
clemencies of the feafons. This catalogue of our va- 
rious and refpedtive wants might eafily be enlarged. 
Similar interefts form a fimilar defign; Divers men 
imite themfelves together, in order that the induffcry 
of all may fupply the wants of each. Hence the 
origin of focieties and publick bodies of men. 

Tr£ Author of our being has alfo given to man 
a nature fitted for, and difpofed to, fociety. It was 
not good for man at firft to be atone ; his nature is 
ibcial, having various affections, propenfiti^s and paf- 
fions, which refpe£t fociety, and cannot be indulgeti 
without a focial intetcoutfe. The natural principles 
of benevolence, compaffion, juftice, and indeednioft 
of our natural affections, powerfully incite to, and 
plainly indicate that man was formed for, foclefy. 

The focial affeftions of our nature, and the defire 
of the many conveniences, not to be obtained or en- 
joyed, without the concurrence of 6thers, probably 
firft induced men to affociate together. But the de- 
pravity of our nature fince the apoffcaCy, ^nd the great 

prevalency 



prevalency of luf^s and corruptions, have obliged man- 
kind to enter into clofer connexions and combina- 
tions, for mutual proteftion and affiltance. Thus 
civil focicties and governments were formed, and in 
this way government comes from God, and is his or- 
dinance. 'The kingdorrl is the Lord's, and he is the 
Governor among the nations. By him kings'reign, 
and princes decree juftice, eVen all the judges of the 
earth. 

The end and defign of civil foclety and govern- 
inent, from this viesw of its origin, mufh be to fecure 
the- rights and properties of its members^ and to pro- 
mote their welfare and happliiefs ; or, in the words of 
infpiration, that men may live quiet and peaceable 
lives, in all godlioefs and honefty^ 

It is eafy to perceive then, that in order to enjoy the 
bleflings propofed by this aflemblage, fome fixed max- 
ims muft be laid down, and inviolably obeyed. It is 
neceflary that all the members of this body fliould 
confider themfelves as naturally equal ; that by this 
idea they may be inclined to afford each other mutual 
fuccour. It is requifite that they Ihould be fincere to 
each other, left deceit fhould ferve for a veil to con- 
ceal the finifter defigns of fome froni the eyes of the 
reft. The rigid rules of equity fhould be inviolably 
qbferved, that fo they may fulfil the contracts, which 
.they bound themfelves to perform, ,wbep, they were 
admitted into this fociety. Efteem and bcnevolehco 
ought to give life and action to righteoufnefs. It h 
of the litmoft confequence, that the happinefs of all 

fliould 
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ftiould be preferred before the iiiterefi: of an individ- 
val J and that in eafes where pubhck and private in- 
terefts clafh, the publiek good fliould always prevail. 
Every citizen otight to cultivate his own talents, that 
he may contribute to the happinefs of that fociety, to 
which he ought to devote himfelf with the utmoft 
fincerity and zeal. Thefe duties are abfolutely necef- 
fary for the welfare and profperity of focieties. And 
what can be more proper to make us obferve thefe rules 
than religion,— than righteoufnefs ? Religion brings 
us to feel bur natural equality ; it teaches uS that we 
originate in the fame dufl ; have the fame GoD for 
our Creator J are all defcended from the fame firft 
Parent; all partake of the fame miferies, and are all 
doomed to the fame laft end. Religion teaches us 
fincerity to each other j that the tongue fhould be a 
faithful interpreter of the mind ; that we fhould fpeak 
every man truth with his neighbour ; and, that being 
always in the fight of the Goxf of truth, we fhould 
never deviate from the laws of truth. Religion teach- 
es us that we fhoxdd be juft ; that we fliould render 
to 3,11 their dues ; tribute to whom tribute is due ; 
cuftom to whom cuftom ; fear to whom fear ; hon- 
our to whom honour ; that whatfoever we would mdn 
.fhould do unto us, we fhould do even fo unto them. 
Religion requires us to be animated with charity, — 
to confider each other as creatures of one God, fub- 
jedts of the fame heavenly King, members of one body, 
and heirs of the fame glory. It requires us to give 
tip our private intereft to the publiek good, not to 
feek our own, but every one another's wealth ; it 
even requires us to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

Thus 



Thus if we conlider nations in thefe- primitive viewsj 
It is ri^ibeoufnefs alone that exalts them. 

Were we to 4e.&en(l from thefe general principles, 
and take into view the particular forms of govern- 
ment, which have been adopted by the various nations 
upon earth ; or rather, which have grown out of parti- 
cular occaifions and emergencies j from the fluftuat- 
ing policy of different ages ; from the contentions, 
fuccefles, interefts and opportunities of different orders 
and parties of njen among them (for fuch we Ihall find 
was the origin of moft of the particular forms of gov- 
ernment in the world,) we Ihall be convinced that each 
nation has been, more or lefs happy, in its own mode 
of governing, has more or lefs prevented the inconveni- 
ences, to which its form of government is. fubjeft, ac- 
cording as it has been more or lefs attached to religion 
or righteoufnefs. The precepts and the maxims of 
religion, applied to thefe imperfeftions, would effedu- 
ally reftrain aU thofe exceffes, and preclude thofe evils, 
from Tjsrhich the moft perfeft forms of government are 
not entir-ely free. But the time wUl not permit us to 
enter, into fo particular an inquiry, or to multiply 
, quotations to prove this point. 

I PROCEED to obferve, fecondly, that the do£brine 
of Providence will jfurnlfli us with another argument; 
to prove the truth of our text. i 

The G^n^uft of Providence, with regard tqpublick 
bodies is very different from thai, whi9h,p]:eyails in the 
cafe ^ individuals. . It is a rule, in , the divine, govern- 

C ment. 
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^tet, to. deal with- -nations aee^jrdkig -to their moral- 
Gharader. -Pferfedl? jliftfce -is - t!ie- irivattaWe rule of -Iffi- 
dominion over publick bodie?.. ' Iri regard to individii- 
als,. Providence Is inyiilyed in dkrknefs: Many times 
it'feems to condemn virtue, and trown injufHce j to- 
leave innocence to gtban in fifehde, ahd to erftpbwer 
guilt to riot, and triumph in pubHck.' The wicked 
rich man fared futoptiioufly every day, vyhile Lakart^s' 
defired,'in yainv t'O'be fed with the ,cnimbs that fell' 
from his table; St. Paul was executed o» a fcaf- 
fold, wltile NefO 'reigned oaC^elar's" throne." 

But Pipovidgnee' is direHed in a different method*,, 
in regard to- pdbliek- bodies.- Prolperity in them is 
the effeffc of riighteoufnefs ; pubhck happinefs is the 
reward' of pubKck virtue ;. the \<rifefl: nation, is ufually 
the moft fuGCefsful, andr -" virtue walks with glory by 
" her fide." The work of righteoufnefs fhalT be 
peace, and the eifefts of righteoufnefs, qaietnefs and' 
s^man£& forever. On the other hand, the judgments 
of- Heaven are commonly" ftiowered down ilpdn a 
wicked people ; he 'turneth a fruttfui land into bar- 
fennefs, i(«-tM widcednefs of them that dwell tlierein- 

GoD fomet-imes, indeed, affli<5ts the moft virtuous 
liations ; but he d<)es fo'With the defign of purifying 
theiiv.and c^ ^opening new occafions to beftow larger 
benefits upon them. He fometimes, indeed, prolpers 
wicked nations y but their proiperity is an effort of 
his patience and- itirig fuflfering ; rt is to giv'P them 
titne to jM^Veiit their deftruftion, and by his goodnefsy 
to' leadJ them to rcpehf ance. But, as befbre obfervecfy 
'■• "■■"■'■ ■** profperity 



preifperity «/i<tf/^. ,|i^lcews, rigbteogf^e^^ in gwpftc^ 

bodies ; pi^l?lj^ h^ppingfs ,i^ .tii^, rewfttdb"?! .publick 

virtue i the wifift.natJLQnjg the moft fecrefsm!* aajeti 

glory h generally f{;^^&^e<X^vfk}x virtus. And, this; 

condufl: of Providciice is grouiaded on this jeafoiji- 

A day, will c.0CBeTV»h.en Lazaras -will be indejriftified,f 

:^a-the.rich.rDai\ punifl^ed.; when St. 'Eaul-vtfili-b^ 

rewarded, ^of^, J^ero .will be cisnfoc^ded. InnOceHQSsr 

will.be^aveHgedj_jiQ{lice fatisfied, the raajefly of th?- 

lawi repaired, ^ndr^her rights ©£ G^s .maintaifiedtfl - ■ 

'" '-' .- . ■.'^.-. ■,.- .. ■. . , • .- I. w-r- 

• BcTT fmch sL T^tfibiat'idn is' inipfaSicable in regar^djo 

publick bodies. A natiofi cannot then be ptmlflied as 

;a- nation, not i. kmgdom as a kihgHbrru ! AEthe dif^, 

ferent forms of government wilt ftien' lie. abohfKed. 

While fome of the liiimah race are .piat into poffeffidn- 

«f glory,' others will be covered with ■{nanie and confu- 

•lion of face. It feenis then, fhaf Providence owes to, 

ifs'oWh re&itude, thoTatimes of vengeance, in which. 

it pbtirs all its wrath" on wicked ;^ti6ns ^ fends themj. 

wars, famines, pl4jgueTand other catgifljrQphes, -of whkiVx 

hiftory gives us fo rhkity oiemorfiblc, examples. « Tq . 

place hopes" altogether on worldly policy ; to pretends 

to derive a-dvanta^s from- vice, -i^ijdi.fp Jto found -the 

iiappiners of fociety, oh tKe ruins of r^Ugioji and virtue,: ; 

is little didrt of infulting Providence. It is tO'amufp \ 

that' power" agai^ft us, which,- fooner or later, over-. 

whelms an<l, confounds yjciojis focieties* 

■ But if the obfcurity ©f the v^ays' of Providence, 
which ufually renders d6ubtful,'>our reafoMngs updn 
the divine conduft, weaken this argument, let us c6ri- * 
fjdei' the declarafiofis of God himfelf lipon'this point. 

The 
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■ The whole 28th chapter of Dfcutei'onomy, 'all the 
bleffings and cuffed pronounced' there, "fbily pr6vg"6ur 
doftrine. Read the tender complaint, which Goi> 
formerly made concerfiihgthe Mtegtilarities of his peo- 
ple. O thkt they were wife, that they underftood 
this, that they would confidef their latter end ! How 
fhould one chafe a thoiifand, and two put ten thpufand 
to flight. Agreeably to this, are the iafFefting words" 
uttered by the mouth of the Pfalmifl — O that my peo- 
ple had hearkened unto me, and Ifrael had walked in 
my ways. I fliould foon have fubdued their enemies, 
ilnd turned mine hand againft their adverfaries. Their 
time {hould have endured forever, I fliould have fed 
them alfo, with the finefl: of the wheat, and with ho- 
ney out of the rock fliould I have^ fatisfied them. 
What noble promifes are made alfo by the miniftry , 
of Ifaiah ? Thus faith the Lord thy Redeemer, thp 
Holy One of Ifrael, t am the Lord thy God whijch 
teacheth thee to profit ; which leadeth thee by the, way 
thou ftiouldfl: go. O that thou hadfl: liearkened tocrhy 
c6mmandments ! then had thy peace been as a river, 
and thy righteoufnefs as the waves of the fea ; thy 
feed alfo had been as the fand, and thy name fliould 
not have been cut off, nor deftroyed before me. Ob- 
ferve alfo the terrible threatnings, denounced againft 
bacMiding Ifrael, by the prophet Jeremiah. Though 
Mofes and Samuel ftood before me, yet my mind could 
not be toward this people ; caft them out of my fight, 
a^d let them go forth. And it fliall come to pafs, if 
they fay unto thee, Whither fliall we go forth ? Then 
thou flialt tell them j Thus iaith the Lord, Such as 
are for death to death, and fuch as are for the fword to 

the 
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the fwofcfi and fiich ias aire for the famine tcf the famine, 
and fuch as are for captivity to captivity. ' Thou ha.ft 
forfaken me, faith the Lord, thou att gone backward; 
therefdre will I ffefetch out my hand againft thee, and- 
deftroythee; I am weary of repentmg. ' - ^' ' 

_ .,No,T to multiply quotations ; we findtl^t through 
the- whole hiftory of the Old Teftamgnt, tlie inter- 
changeable providences of Qod, towards the Jewifli 
nation,, were always fuited^tq. their uxanners. They 
were conftantly profperous or afflidied, according as 
religion and righteoufriefs flourilhed, or declined 
among them, . ; ,_ . k':u 

Nor was this Providence exercifed only towards 
his own people, bijt lie dealt thus with other na,tions,- 
as their hiftcury evinces ; 'and thus the truth of. our text 
is proved by experience. Were we tO: confult ;the: 
ancient hiftory of the Egyptians, tfie Perfians, or the 
B-omans, who furpafled them, a,ll, w& fla^U find they 
were by turns exalted, as they refpedted righteoufnefs, 
or abafed, as they rieglefted it. ,,i^ 

By what myfteriousart did ancient Egypt fub£ft,. 
with To much glory, during the period of fifteen or fix- , 
teeii ages.* By a benevolence fo extenfive, that ]je, 
who refufed to relieve fhe wretched, when he had it 
in his power to aiTift him, was himfelf puniflied with 
death : by a juflice fo impartial, that their kings 
obliged the judges to.' take an oath, thai they would 
a'dminifter impartial juftice to all,^ though they, the 
kings themfelves, fhould commancj' the contrary : by 

an 
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an averiioiit to had- princes ;^ fixed,- as ta deny Aeia 
^j^honoors of a funeral:, by entertaining fuchjfuft. 
i^g|8 of the vanity -of lifcj as to Goafider thyeir houfes; 
^; i,«ns, in whicb tjiey were to_ lodge, as it were, only- 
for- a night ; and their T^TiJchres as hafeitations' i% 
which they were to aBide for many ages j for which 
reafon, thfey, united, in: their ittmous pyramid*, all the 
folidity and. pomp of architei&ure : by a life fo labo-' 
rious, thaC even-' their anuifeitients were adapted td> 
ftrengthew; the bac^, and improve the mind ; byfochi 
a Temarkabte readinefs to difcharge their debtsj that' 
tlhqri had a Jawi-whfeh' prohibited the bgrtoWiHg- of 
money, except on condition of pledging the body of' 
a parent for payment ; a depofit fp venerable, that a 
ittait vO^o deferred the" redemptidii of if, was toolced, 
upon with' terrt)f: in a word, by a Wifdbm to. pro-* 
found, that Mofes himfelf is fenbwried in Scripture for" 
being tearh^d' i'a itl ' ,\. .!/ / ' ! 

The Petfians, alfo, obtained st'diftingtiifhed pkce' 
of honouP, in -ahcient hiftory, Ify^Cbrtfiderifig- falfehbod' 
in the moft odious light; as a vicfe the nfeatteft fcd^ 
mpft difgracej&il ; by a, noble generofity, conferring 
fevgurson the nations they had^ conquered, and fekv-. 
ing'thertl to enjoy all the erifigns of their former gran- . 
deur ; by ah'uiiiverlal equity, obliging themfelyes to 
publifh the virtues of their greatef|' enemies ; by edu- 
cating their children To wifely, that t&y were taught 
virtue, as other nations were taught letters. THe 
children of the royal family, arid of the nobles, were, 
at an early period df life, piit' under the tuition of 
four of the wifeft and mbft virtuous ftatelinen.* The 
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•fifft fatigKt' tliem the wrorfliip of the gods ; the 
■fecoad trained them up 'to fpeak truth, and pradice 
equity-; the third habituated them to fubdue volup- 
tuoufnefs, and to enjoy rieal liberty; to be always 
mafterg of themfelves atid of their own paffions ; and! 
the fourth mfpired -them with coura;^'^ and by teach- 
ingithem how to command themfelves, taiight theni 
hom to -role over others. ' • 

* The Romans founded their fyfEem of poUcy upon 
that be0. and wifeft principle, the fear of the gods,; ai 
firm belief c^ a diving; fuperiTitending,Prqvidence,jaa(i 
a future ffiate of rewards and punifements. Their 
children were trained up in this belief from tender irt 
iancy, whiph took root and grew' up with them, by 
the, influence of an excellent education, ^yherethey 
kad -the benefit o£ example, as well as precept. 
Hence we read of no Jseathen natiort in the world, 
where, .both thepublick and private duties of religion, 
were fo^ ftriftly adter^i t^P» ^^d fo fcrupuloufly ob- 
kpf44?^^ amoogythe Romans. -Thfy imputed their 
good or .bad fuccefs to the obfervance of thefe.duties^ 
and they received publick prolperity, or pubKck ca- 
lamities, as bleffings conferred, or punifhments in- 
flifted, by their godts. Though the ceremonies of 
their relirion juftly appear to us, inftances of the mail 
abfurd ^Hd moft extraivagant fuperftition, yet, as the/ 
were efteemed the mofteiJential afts of religion, by the* 
Romans, tbey mujfc cotifequently carry all the force 
of a religious principle, -f Cicero, the ^eat Roman 
orat©r and phildfoplier, fpeakiiig of his countrymenj. 
. .- , -■ - J fays^ 

* Montague's Letters. 
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fays,. We neither exceeded the Spaniards in numbef, 
nor did we excel the Gatils in .ftrength of body, nor 
ihe Carthagenlans in craft, nor the'Grdeks in arts' and 
fciences : But we have indifputably fuJrpafled all the 
nations in the univerfe, in piety and attachment to re- 
ligion, and in the only point that can be called true 
wifdom, a thorough conviction, that all things here 
below, are diredted and governed by Divine Provi- 
dence. To this principle alone, he wifely attributes 
the graiideur and good fortune of his country. Froi;n 
this principle- proceeded that refpedb for, and (ubmif^ 
fion to, their laws ; and that temperance, moderation, * 
and contempt for wealth;' which are the bed defenCii 
againft the encroachments of injuftice and oppreffion. 
Hence too arofe that inexfinguifliable love fpr their 
country, which,' ii^t to the gods, they looked upon 
as the chief objeft of veneratioa. * This they tar- 
ried to fuch'an height of enthufiafm, as to make every 
tie of focial love, natural affecSfeion, and felf preferva- 
tion, give way to this duty to their dearer country. 
Hence proceeded that obftinate and undaunted cou- 
rage, that infuperable contempt of danger, and" death 
itfelf, in defence. of theircountry, which complete the 
idea of the Rortian charafter, as it is drawn by the 
hiftorians, in the -virtuous ages of the republick.-- As 
long as the manners of the Romans were regulated by 
this firft great principle of religion^ they were'free-and 
invincible.' But the atheifhical doftrine of Epicurus, 
which infmuated itfelf at Romej under the refpedable 
name of Philofophy, undermiped and deftroyed^tliis 
ruling principle. The iiaxuries<of the E^ft^, after the 
,v conqueft 
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cdi^iqueft oi Alia, corrupted theiriantjers of t];;e,Ro-. 
inans, vsr^eqe^ t^is. principle : of religion, and pre- 
iJ^ifjd ithem £(X the jfepeption of atheifin, which is, the 
never feUing pendant on luxucyi And thus* by 
theur rapid ^iiij^.jLipexampleil degej^eracy^was brough^ 
on the tpj:4, iuj^y^rfib.n of that mighty republick. , 

Were we to inquire into the reasons of their de- 
cline; were we 'to,c6mpare the Egyptians under their 
Wife kings, vvith the Egyptians in a time of anarchy '; 
the Ferfikris viftorious under Cyriis, with th^ Perfians 
enejratedby the luxuries of Afia ; the Romans ^t li- 
berty under their confuls, with the Romans enfTaved 
by their emperors, we fhould find, that the decline of 
each was owing to fin, which is a! reprbach to a people ; 
to the praftice of vices, oppofite to the virtues which 
haci caufed their elevation ; we fhouTd be obliged to 
acknowledge, ^h^^,totai difregard to religion and 
'righteoufnefs I' luxury, voluptuoufnefs, difunion, cor- 
ruption, and boundlers ambition, were the odious 
'iiiejins of fubvertirig ftates, which, in the |?eighth of 
'th^if profperity, expected to endure to the end of time. 

MaVing thus' eftabhflied the truth contained in 
our text, let Us employ a few moments in reflefting 
on what has been faid. 

In the firfl: plsU3e. ' What gratitude is due from tts 
• to' the King of k^hgs, for affording us better means of 
knowing the righteoufnefs, that exalts a people^' and 
more motives to p^aftife it, than aU the nations of an- 
tiquity. They had only 41 fuperficial, debafed;-coii- 
D ftifed 
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ftifed'-k-iac^le^^'of the virhies, -which conflitute (xih"* 
ftaritia-1 '^aM'^¥-;- arid a^ they held ttrots in reli^otri 
ffiey tniift ried^feify' have erre!d'i'n civil polity.' ''Otit 
heavenly FalHer, gtbry be' to Ms fiittife^j has placed "^at 
the head of our dcltiSiife, thfe mbfl: pfcrfea Legillator, 
that ever hteld the' veins' bf gdverniiieWt iri the worlds 
This Legillator, is Jefus Chrift. His kingdom, in- 
cleed, is not of t^is world, but' the ru|es, he has given 
us to arrive at his heavenly kingdpm, are the. moft 
proper to render us happy, in the prefe^^ itaf e. . . ^|ien 
he lays. Seek 'ye, firrb the kingdom pf.Goi), ani^.his 
rigliteoiifhefs,* aftd alt other tilings fliall be added to' 
,y6u ;.he gives the qomrhand, ^nd. makes the promife, 
to whole nations, as well as individuals.. , 



Who ever, carried, fo far as this divine LegiflaioV^ 
^deas of tlie virtues we have mentioned, and by pirac- 
fifing which, nations are exalted"? Who ever formecE 
fuch juft notions ofthat benevolence, .tljat love of fo- 
dial good, tU^i magnanimity, that' .generofity' to ehe- 
mies, that wifdorn, juftice, and equity, that frugality, 
and devotedriefs to the publick gofe'd, and' all the bt'her 
virtues, which, render antiquity venerable to us ? 
W^io.eyer gave.fuqh wife inftrudjtions to kings, aa^. 
■fubjedts ; to magistrates and people , to citizehs. ^pd. 
foldiers ; to the world and the church ? We are better 
acquainted witl^ -thefe virtties, th^ moft of the , na- 
tions in the world. ,. ,We are able;to carry pur^glQ- 
ry, far beyond; th^ i^ations of- antiquity ; if not ■.that 
glory, which gla,reSjand dazzles, at leaft, th^rt; which 
makes tranquil arid .happy, and procures a felicity f^r 
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pr^rable to p^.the pjageantTy of herodfpi, and world- 
ly fplendor. ' sw 
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LjET not thefe things, my friends, be matters of 

mere .fpeculation to us. Let us endeayoui' to reduce 
iliem to practice. Never let us fuffer our political 
principles to clafh, with the principles of our religiojtj. 
Far, far, be from us, and from bur rulers, that deceit 
and hypocrify, that faTfehood and Infincerity, that dif- 
fimulatibn and craftinefs, thofe abominable maxims, 
which a depraved Florentine* recommended to 
ftatefmen. Let iis obey the precepts of Jefu's Chrift, 
and praftife that righteoufnefs which exalteth a na- 
tion, and by fo doing, we fh.all draw dewn. bleflings 
on our nation, more pure and perfed than thole, w^ 
now enjoy. The bleflings we now enjoy, are fucb as 
ought, ■ on this aufpicious anniverfary, to inlpire ,us 
•with lafting gratitude to the great "Arbiter of na- 
tions,— to ' him who fetteth ,up one, and putt?t^ 
dowh' another, 7'"^ 

It was a favourite method of ioftmiSion .with the 
Jewifh Legiflators and Prophets, -tQ~re.Cur to Jthe.hjif- 
tory'of their nation.; to ancient jeyents,,axid alfo.tjO 
fuch as took place, inia period coeval with themfelves, 
in order to excitqa cprrefppn^ent gratitude, ,^4 ^ 
fpirit'of religious obedience, in fhe brejifts of thej peo- 
ple. The time will not admit -us tp adopt the fame 
plan, and enter into ftjch ah ext^nfiye c^iifcufljon'^': A 
few, howeVer," o,f the rnore general, and more confpi- 
cuous, you will permit rpe to glance at. 

The 
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^ THE-firftlstheblkiagof.|mbIick^iJeace. • Wlteil 
we look back on the difficulties and dangers, ift wliicb 
the United States were involved* in tl^e late con|eft 
^th Gteat Britain -, when we tefle^ on the perils 
and difaftefs we. experienced, 'when furrounded with 
fcenes of horror' and 'devaftaVipn^with thedepreda- 
ti'ons aiid fhbckirig ravages of war-^when our liberties^ 
Otir' country, and even life'itfeK" might, be' fal4 to 
" haiig in doubt," and contraii ijt with the, prefent 
peaceable llateor Qur nation, w^ muft acknowledge 
the graciou^ '.^interference of almight^ God, in ou^ 
favour. 

While wars' arid rumours of' wars are how fbread- 
ihg^arid prevairmg'thr6ughaIl.Europe— while nation^.' 
i^ rifiiig agairift nation,' and Kingdom ji^ahlft kii^g-^ 
dom — ^while the old world is gep.erply convulfed, and ■ 
tottering under thofe figns and fymptoms, which dej-.. 
'note approachi'ng (ii]Ei[olutr6h,^^tb us is given* aiid ^s 
yet continued, the blefling of peace. 

- How loiIgHve feafl' enjoy this greate'ftof the <iivii^ 
'ft.vduH,"the''coinmotiofis, which hajve overlpiread thfe 
'Etrfip^ah nS,ti6ft.s, have tendered veiry uncertain. No 
one can dotibt, that pur intereft, 6iir lafety, ajid'our 
happinefs, a? a haticin, forbid iis to interfere Jin th^ 




upon us to hazard' biir own p^iich andprofperity, it' is 
'neither prudeht, nbr |^rbper to difcufs, in this place. 
This i§ a fubj^ft'that-Tefts iri'th^ Stiprenie EiceCutiVe 
of the United States; in the wifdomjp., firnanefe, and 
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pniience of which, tve are liappy' that We can plac* 
entire confidence. ^ -[j 

The prefent appears to be as evenrful ^n ffira,as^ 
any ihe annals of mankind can fufrnfh. A cbinbina- 
tion of events feems to be manifeftly tending to bring; 
about fome mighty revolution, amopg^ the nations of 
tlie earth. Hiftory has fcarcely ever before furnifhed 
lis, with an inftance of a' populous, arid; powerful "ria-^ 
tion, throwing off the yoke of de^btifm, ajid ac(juirr 
ing fentiriieiits and habits, congenial to a great and Tree 
republick. We have feen the mills' of igriorahce and 
error faft rolling away, and the benign beams of liber- 
ty, freedom and fcience, fpreadipg their luftre over 
the mighty kingdotu of France. The. flame caught 
from America, and the fpuit of patribtifm illumined 
that whole nation. What generous'" mind did/noj; 
efpoufe its caufe ? What friend to' liberty,, and equal 
riehts did nt5t v^ifhtheitt fuccefs ? 

But alas ! the fair countenance of frpedomhas feeeti 
overipread with a dark veil; and the vidtims, which po- 
pular i|Jiarchy and ferocity have fac^rifided^) muft be al- 
lowed to have? fuHie^ the glories of a revolution, wMcH 
hid f*ir to aftonifhthe world. It is, forever to be y6' 
grettedjthat any dark Ihade of ferocipus revenge fliould 
.eclip^ theglory of eftablifliing liberty, and freedom, ill 
tl^taatjqn. But where do the,- records of hiftory .point 
o>jta rev<filution, unftained by fome»fl:it)ns of barbaric 
ty> ? When do thp pai^ons 'qi human nature rife to that 
pitch, whiph, produces ;g5?a^ events,, withoBit'wanderi 
tng'ifi.tQ' ^onie irregtferities ? Perhaps, at fo .giEsA 'i 
■diftance as we are placed, and with fo fmall means of 
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authentick dftfonsiati^en, we are not capable of farnii 
ing a proper judgment of their condudt, and the rea- 
fonsof all their aftions ; but muft patiently wait for 
the pen of the impartial hiftqrian, to enable us to de- 
cide, how far to juftify Or condemn. Should an apolo- 
gy, for that mental intoxication that Teems to have 
influenced them, be neceflary, or proper to be here in- 
ferted, perhiit'me to give it, in'the wprds of a- very 
fprightly female wiriiier.* *' Let us remember," fays 
ffie, "Ihat the great caufe of Kberty remains uncon- 
V'tarhihated,- by the aflaffinatibns' at Lifle. Thovigh 
*' fanatical bigots, in the rage of fuperftitious cruelty, 
''have dragged their yidiims to the ftake, would it be 
" rational to extend our abhprrence of fuch adlions 
" to Chriftianity itfelf ? — to that. benevolent religion, 
"which inculcates univerfal charity, Jove and- good 
*' will towards men,; and choofe . the comfortlefs, the; 
*' fuUen indifference of atheifm ? And {hall we, becaufe 
" the fanatics of liberty have committed fome detef- 
*' table crimes, conclude that liberty is an evil, a-nd 
'■' prefer the gloomy tranquillity of defpotifnl ? If the 
" bleffings of freedom have fometimes been abufed, 
" it is becaufe they are not well underftood. • Thofe 
" occafional evils, which have happened in the infant 
" fbate of liberty, are but the -efFefts of de^otifrtu 
*',Men have been long treated with inhumanity, there- 
" fore they are ferocious. They have often been be- 
"itrayed, therefore "they are fufpicious. They have 
'.^once been flaves, and therefore they iare tyrants. 
" They have been ufed to a ftate of warfare, and are 
" not yet accuftomed to univerfal benevolence. They 

*' have 
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•* liavfe long been ignorant, and have; nob yet attained. 
'* fufiicient knowledge. They have bEeniXondeained 
" to .daffknefs, and their eyes -are daziledby %lit. 
" The French have thrown afide the Wtaal of defpot- 
•' ifm, but th«y have not all- had- time to learn th© 
" litw^ of that new conftitiition, whichjiskid ujpdh 
"the- .altar of their country. Butthe genuine priii- 
•"-ciples of enlightened fi:ieedom vifill foOh be bistter 
" comprehended, arid may perhaps, at nodiftant pe- 
" rlod, bq adopted by all thfe nations of -Etirope. Li- 
"berty may bring her fons from afai"j and hef dattgK- 
:" ters from the. ends -of the eajthv i o^t 
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I *' The oppreflioios which mankind have fufTered.in 
" every age, and Jilmoft: in every country, will lead 
" them to fprin more perfeAfyftems dFlegil}^tipn,than 
" if they had fuffered lefs } and they will only havje. to 
/', regret, that their happinefs has been purchafed, by 
" the mifery of pafl: ages. 

" Th.e;n will the reign of humanity, of order,.and 
j" of peace, begiri ^ the gates of Janus will be forever 
" .clofed } liberty will extend her benign influence oyer 
" tlie nations, and ye fliall know her by her fruits." 

But to return to o\irfefves. 

Another bleffingWd enjoy, and which calls aloud 
for our gratitude, is the excellent conftitution of our 
'ftate governrtieflit, and that of the federal -fyftem, 
"which gives union, order, and happinefs to America. 

-■: ." Few 
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•Ee w. nations. hav6 ever enjoyed the opportiiniffj 
ofrtakingrfflp.gEjyaaimeptiiiJponit& foitpriaciples,.an;d 
j©£tiiOofing)tiBlt forrrij .which is adapted to theif fitu- 
-3tio»,)a,iHll 'mtiftt|todafliiv!&,of 'ihdt publick interefts 
«ftdi kfflpbjefejr.i ".The gOtesanEtieM of thejUriited 
jf.^States^**2lfl}!!S!aipolitical writer,*" approaches licafeft 
-^^ to; the faopiLcomipSa, of anyth^t- hiftory can'' fiir- 
""tnifhi''? M^iiliui : impaifial' ^examihatioa '<tf our 
■<!qnfl3tati9tf'-t)f:go^as?if3ie|iKvWeifiiid it thebeftcaltii- 
-Med foproinjotiag^the happfeefs, dnd preferring the 
■Kves,.iibeity/:a3\d'-'property of the citizens, of dfif yet 
recorded in hiftory* Liberty is here placed in thb 
cufiody of the people. It wifely guards againfi anar- 
chy, and conftifion tMithe one hand, and tyranny, and 
oppreffioA on thebffier.' It is fratiied tiporl an dxtent, 
htrt: only of civil, but of rdligibuB liberty, tfndi^ttf;^gd, 
^eth^sj'Inaiiy other country.' 'The facred rights of 
^bnfcienfcfe'are'fo fecuried, that " no citizen can' be 
" hurt, molefted, or reftrairied' ihliis perfon, liberty or 
" eftate, for wqrfhipping God, in the manner ,^nd 
" feafori, mofl; agreeable to tKe diftates of his Confci- 
" enCe, or for his religiotis profeflion or fentinlents," 
'Howrfhoiild this tonfideratioh endear it to its citi- 
zens,' "and' induce "them to reference it^not only 
calmly to fubmit to it, but to regard it with a vene- 
ration and affedlion rifing even to enthufiafm, like 
that, which prevailed at Sparta, and at Rome. 

Happy people, whofe lot is .^llea to thenjjn plea- 
fant places, and who iave fo goodly an heritage. Hap- 
py people ! if we have wifdom and virtue, to improve 
1 aright 



arigEt thea^J^s^agei we now enjoy. ' Bleffed b6 
God, who hath vifitfed, and itdeaftied his people i 
who hath called tlffili^ to liberty, ^aAd granted thehi 
thi^ bleffing of peafcei Md' of a frfie goVerniiient. 

One other fsTojiif^, you will permit the to mention, 
is., our : national ptcfperityw One blelEng generally 
intro4uces arjotlifer, and this is i.he coiifequence of 
peacif;^ and a fitee gbwemment. Our fwords are now 
turned into .^oagHflmres, and our fpears into pruning 
^peks. Our ihipki jnftead of carrying the engines of 
deftruftion, are now fraught with, the ftores of- the 
merchant, and convey to us, from all quarters of the 
vrodd^ the peculiar tfeafiires of kings, and the pro- 
vinces. - The ridties of the earth, and the abundance 
of; the feas, are perbfufely poured into our laps. 

fr BvT are wenotj. by an abufe of thefe bleflings, in 
danger ^( being idepriyed of. them ?.:If, having eaten 
■^d become full; Jiayi^g. built goodly Jioufes, and 
dwelt therein ; and: haying our filver and our ^Id, and 
all that we havcy greatly multiplied' and iiicreafed ; 
iaftead of being thankful for thefe blfeffings, and temr 
perate in the ufe of them, we become prefumptiioufLy 
hfted up, and forget the Lord our God ; if, while we 
enjoy the Jiigheft degree of political hberty and prof- 
perity, we are not a. virtuous and religious people, fhall 
we not provoke the Moft High to withdraw thefe fa- 
vours from us, aiid " to erhpty us from veflel- to vef- 
''.fel.?" If, inftead of praftifing that right eoufnefs, 
which exalteth'a nation, we indulge a fpirit of felf ex- 
altation ; what an army of evils will prevail with it ? 
E Luxury 

/ 
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Luxury, and ext^s fijperfede tfe, enjofj^ment of tM 
thing* themfelves,;, .pOftentation, in' a igreat .meaJ 
iure, fupplants tjie, true delights, ©ffociety, arid) an' 
emulous fuperioritycin: pfide, aad .jjiftjrl&ion, contri^ 
butes materially to the utter annihilation of fypple 
principles, and almaft, ciits afimder the cords of ^n- 
uinci . fentimental friehdfhip. . The fate of natitjnS 
confirms a very ancient dodmse of • revelation j that 
vvhenever publickijA-ofpfcrityrcaafes a forgetfulnds- of 
God, a contempt of , religion, arid increafing proflij 
gacy, in the manners :of a peo;^ that V6*y profperitj? 
flialldeftroythein.?;;/ ■ -;rir v.r.i .-u ,;, :;,:-.^.vb 
- ,', , .■,'.'. . '•■ .'iVriCj . " '::.;;; .".-:. 

_ With this declaration, and ywit-h: the many ex'amv 
pies of its truth, itcqrded in;thp.page of hiftory, let 
us exert ourfelyes to pei-petuate the great bleffirigSi 
and privileges we enjoy, by a contrary demeanor, and 
a more Chriftiari deportrhent than we have hitherto 
exercifed : for the prolongation of oilr national chartei' 
is-entirely dependent thereon. ; and the-cohtinuance of 
national prcrfperity is folely held, by this 'cbriditional 
tenure, the Lord is with us, while we are with him i 
if we feekhim., he will' be found of us, but if we for- 
fake him, he. will- forfake us. 

. Nor are we in lefs danger, frorri the abufe' of our 
civil liberty, than from that of, our profperity.' 

_; Civil government is, doubtlefs, one' of the; great-- 
eft external bleffings, of which we are polftflfed. It 
is our protection from fraud and injuftice-^from ra- 
pine and violence. It is ttip fecurity of our lives — of 

our 



<mt- property— 'Of eVery- thing -tHit. is dear to us. The 
abufe of hberty is -the greateft of evils^ and .draws after 
it, a train of the moft baneful confequences. When 
a people mifimprove their privileges, and become dif- 
.orderly, ungovfefnable, and fadlidils, they introduce a 
ilate of anarchy, wiiich is worfe thanabfolute def- 
potifm, 

N9.,one, of. ;theleaft refle£tion,'can be infenfible, 
what; great advantages that nation eigoys, which is not 
only in a ftate ofpeffeft peace with: its neighbours, but 
poffeffes uninterrupted quiet and tranquillity at home ; 
which is neithCT> threatened with foreig;n infult,'' nor 
molefted by. inbred .cornmotions, generally fpeaking 
far more dangerous than the former ; at leaft, when 
they rife to any confiderable heighth. It has, indeed, 
bfeen faid, that ".fniall difturbances in the ftate,*do the: 
^'fame fervice that the winds do in the air, by motion 
" to keep it from ftagnation and jputrefaftion :" But 
when once the winds are raifed, no one can tell when 
they will be laid; or how ftrong they will grow ( and 
that which was wantonly, or from feMih views, raifed, 
toferve a prefent turn, may, in time, come to overturn 
a conftitution, 

,We are, not indeed to fuppofe, that every fmall in- 
quietude, every little party or faftion, that happens to 
take place, will be able to accomplifh'fuch extraordi- 
nary, fuch pernicious events'; yet, it will not be dif- 
piited, but' that they are liable to produce many fatsd", 
and deftrudlive confequences ; which, though not al- 
ways immediately apparent,' will yet, in time, become 

• ' ■ fufficiently 
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ifufSciently manifeft, by a general corruption of m^n-i 
pers, and hy; breaking loofe froni all proper reftraariUr: 

fi? ' . - - • ' • .„,.». 

- An ingenious, writer *juftly pbreryes;, " That; a dan-s 
gerous ambitioni pftenei: lurikiS behind, the, fpecious 
mafk of zeal fpr t^e rights of, the people, than under 
the forbidden appearance, of enthufiafm, for the firtn- 
nefs, and efficiency of governments Hiftory will teach 
US, that the former, Jaas. been found a 'much rnore' cer- 
tain road to the. introdudion of defpotifm, than the 
latter ; and that of; thofe men who have overturned the! 
liberty of repubUcks, the greateft- number have begurj 
their career, by payir^ an obfequioue court to the peo- 
ple, commencing demagogues, and-ending tyrants." 

Ht)w cautious, then, fliouldwe be, while .we are 
zealous for hberty, that we do not defpife government, 
,and weaken the. ^rings of it, by running into licentiouf- 
nefe. A fpirit, of faftion, of murmuring and dif- 
content, may, excite internal difcord, which may ac- 
complifh thatj •«fhichj external violence wa^ not able to 
efifedt, I mean our independence, liberty, and fafety. 

, / ,- ... - • '-■ ^'-.i'^- ;- 
We have no reafon to do\ibt of the virtues, and 

abilities of thofe, whom our own free choice has made 
the guardians of our rights, both in the federal and 
Hate governments ; we are perfuaded, that their up- 
right and faithfiil endeavours will be exerted to fecure, 
and perpetuate the bleffings of peace, and hberty, and 
to promote the true, interefb of this people. While 
the paeafures of righteoufnefs are religioufly obferved 

in, 
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ill their adminiftr'ations,we are filrq, they will be crown- 
ed with fticcefs. For it is by rightebufners, the thi:one 
of goveriiment is eftablifhed, and the nation is Qxalted- 

We have the happinefs of feeing once more, at the 
head of this. Commonwealth, a Gentleman,* of whofe 
abilities in the arduous and important fcience of go-i 
vernment — of whofe patriotifm and Iqve of liberty — > 
of whofe integrity and upright intentions we have had 
long experience. That difplay of wifdom, fortitude, 
and magnanimity, joined with tlie rnoft unremitting 
attention, and perfeverance, manifefted in the virtuous 
ftrug^e, to obtain and fecure our independence, muft 
place his Excellency in the rank of thofe great and 
worthy patriots, who have diilinguiihed themfelves as 
the defenders of the rights of mankind : And the 
many and eminent fervices he has rendered to this 
Commonwealth, over which he has fb' often, and fo 
long prefided ; as well as his manypublick and private 
virtues, add a luftre' to his character. We fincerely 
lament, that the'difcharge of the duties of his high, 
and important ftation, is rendered fo difficult and irk- 
fome, by his Excellency's ill ftate of health, and the 
many bodily infirmities with which he has been long 
afflidted. May the benevolent Parent of the univerfe, 
who is the health of our countenance, and our God, 
remove the pains and diforders, under which his Ex- 
cellency labours, reftore and confirm his health, make 
the rerriainder of his days happy to himfelf, and ufeful 
to the Commonwealth, and finally reward all his fer- 
vices with eternal happinefs in his kingdom above. 

The 

* His Excellency John Hakccjck, Efq. 
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-The p'atrioftilit^'; fi^mnefe, , and inflexible attach- 
ment to the interefts of his country-," manifefted by his 
Hq&or, tlae Lieutefoint-Goveraor,* throtigh a long 
feries of years, juftly eiltitle him to the fecond rank in 
government : -And' the great -uhiariimlty, with which 
hiS' ExGelleticy and Honor' have, fd repeatedly, been* 
elefted to their refpeOiive honourable flations, by ihe 
unbialTed fufFrages of their fellow -titizens, is the high- 
eft atteftation of their merit. To the gracious pro- 
teftion^df almighty God we commerid them both ;' 
befeeching'himto grant them "wifdom from above; and 
grace to-improVe their diftiriguifhed talents, in pro- 
moting th«i-'*kie'intereft of thi$ Commonwealth, arid 
teUnit'edStatfes/' - "■ ' 

The Gentlemen, who eompofe the two branches of 
the? General Court, have, many of them, the fatisfaftion 
pf refle£ling, th&t their former feryices, have proved ac- 
ceptable to the .multitude of their brethren, by their 
beincr re-elefted into the important department of le-r 
o-iflation. In filling up the few vacant feats in the Se- 
nate, and in choofing an executive Council, for the en- 
fuing year, which is the firft objedt of their concern, 
they will hot be infliaenced by perfonal or interefted 
views ; but will eleft fuch out of thofe, who are the 
fubjefts of their choice, as are able men ; fuch as fear 
G.OD ; men of truth, hating cbvetoufnefs. 

It has indq^d been doubted by fome, whether, this 
rule flipuld,,in all cafes, be ftriftly adhered to ; whether 
a man who is.iiot of this defcriptioii, who is not a mai^ 
of rigid probity ; who does not appear to have the fear 

' ^ . :■ - of 

* His Honor Samuel Adams, Efq, ' - .• ;' 
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6fGou before bis eyes,- and to be governed' by a faci^d 
regard^ to his laws, niay hot ftill, in a political capacity,, 
be jentitled to great merit; and be a; proper perfo'n' to be 
CQticeriled in goidingthe helmof ft'ate. Long expe- 
rience in. civil affa^Sy itis:faid-^aftip&ric)r knowledge d? 
tfeelaws — a facility of fpeaking and of difpatching bufi- 
nefe^tlab difcovery of ^rts ufeful to- government, are 
quaiifications neceflary to promote the good of: the 
ftate, which is the. main end of altgo^fettlQidnt.-i iJ-'i;^ 

."PpRWilPSWe rnay allow of the axception, provided 
there is'nothing in the perfonal charafter of fiich, fi-oiii 
which the ftate may apprehend 'grealte'rdaiiger,- or in-? 
cohvenience, than it can expeft gocid,"-fr6m their ca- 
pacity to ferve it. -^ 

.'■St.ill it holds good, that menof ptobity,-— df-vir- 
tue,^— ^of religion -ought,- in allwell regulated ftates, ib 
be the objedts of the people's choice, both from the 
nafcaral tendency of virttie to proMotfe the happinefs 
of a iiationj andfrom; the influen<le of a-good eXarri- 
pi&i„ which has, 'in perforis diftingtaflied: by thecon- 
fidence-^of their brethren, a fenfible and -powerful "in- 
fluence;. towards, rendieiirig' religion and virtue more 
gej^s^Miyefteemediandpradtifed., This confideratiori 
will have the grjaateriweiglit, if we refleftv that- (as We 
have fliewn) moft of the flourifliing ftates in the 
world,'' have owed th^ir origin and increafe to' virtue 
and righteoufnefs ; fo, £fe thd' madhefs of the people 
grew -ffibre difTolut-e and icorriipti they gradually' de- * 
clined in power, in -wealth, in credit, '■ 

Ir 
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It would' be going 6ut of my proper {phere,- and 
perhaps invading; thciprbvinCe of the Chief MagiftErtej 
to enter into ft detail of thofe objects, which claim th^ 
attention of the General Court,, in ;their prefent oriu-» 
ture Xeflions, in the. colirfe of tlii^year. , Their own 
gfigd fenfe, their poHtieal knowledge, and their per-» 
feet acquaintance' with the interhal flate of ths Com-i 
monwealth, wiU point out, and Ifead theni to S/ikipt 
ftich meafures, j;s prefent exigencies .require* 

I Our civil; fathers, h'OWever^" will permit inertd re- 
mind them, that it is righteoufnefs only whidi exaiteth 
a nation ; that it can never be good policy to tranfgrels 
the facred rules;, of juftice and fidelity ; ftnd, that the 
grand fecret of politick wifdom is to majintaija $j[lea' 
dy and untainted integrity* They «vill, tlierefore, for 
the.ftipport of puMiek, faith and feoooiir, as wfill as do- 
meflick tranqtiiUity,pay the ftri£teft attention. to cora- 
inutative juftice and" equity, by a/aithful obfervance 
^^.fulfihnenf of .all publick eogagcmerits ;; ifemem-i- 
bering that pitblick eontrafts are as. binding,. as pri- 
vate ones ca,n be fuppofed to be.; and ought to be;dif-f 
charged with 'the fame good fdthaiid pundttiality. ; 
and that no nation, can make theileaft pretenfion.to 
thP chara6fcer of a righteous one, thiatdoes not pay a 
fecred regard to its promifesL and .contra<R:s. 

They ysiUl maintain inviolate, by a ftri£t adherence 
to its original principles, our happy conftitution of 
government ; and, for the purpofes of natjonaj hap- 
pinefs and glory, they will fupportand ftrengthen the 
federal government of the United States, by every 
'. ' ^ conftitutional 



4t. 

CbnflltutiOnal means in their power ; folly perfuaded 
that.tiie continuance; of ..our national government is 
efleritial to our independence, .our fafety, our very 
Jexificnee as aia en;ipire. . j ylq-. 

V Ouk civil rulers, wall think ?&henjfdves obliged, 
fjpth iin their publick and private ilations, to propagate 
a fpitit ofinduflsyj frugality, and fdbriety,slmbag.- all 
rai^s, of people ; to encourage agriculture, commerce 
3,nd.aarts; and j to promote the, interefts of , literature 
3Jid fcience ; from the ftforigeftcoriviftibhj that igno-! 
X^nce. djid liberty are incompatible j, that the former, j^i 
ji^e^parent of delpotifm, and theiiiurftjof fuperftitidri. 
In 'fine, they will do all iit their power, that wifdomrapd 
kiiowledge ma.y b^, the liability ^Qf, our. times — that all 
.vice apd impiety be ftlpprefledj/and^ that the peppl? 
may be allured to thp ptaftice of that righteoufnefs» 
.which>,exalteth a nation. In ordef to this, they will 
fhew, in the^ own perfons, that the.y are not afliamed 
o^ the gofpel of Chrift, by paying all; due regard to. his 
facredinfLitutions, and, obedience to higlaws. 

Sensible of the difficulties of their talk^ and of 
their need of divine aid and.fupport, we commend 
them to him, who giveth wifdom to the wife, and 
underftanding to the prudent ; befeeching him to di- 
re£J: and prolper all their confultations, to- the advaiitce- 
.ment of his glory, the good of his^'church, the fafety, 
honour and welfare of the people of this Common- 
wealth, and of United America. 

37 ' Permh' 



4» 

.PfR.EMiT tne toiconducb, bsrjnamittdmg this whsla 
affembly, that it lebncenasieiwry^ionfi.io live in the 
graftice of reHgibn and, virtue }■. not xmljcais th^piibiicfc 
profperity ig deeply concerned in itv:but';as thdr own 
perfonal happinefs, both here ^nd hereafter, abfolutely 
depends upon'it. .-©od&efsiis.profltaMe Sm- Allthifl^s, 
h^ing the promife ctf'tshis lif^j^ahd^that whidi tstyi 
come. As- thst^hrbr^ft^ >^ifll-tia pfdiperity Wbv^ 
country ; asiv<^ wifh' to' enjoy thg 6bniforts of tfte^re-* 
fent world ; a&v(fe^ffeanxi0ust6nle6t'theappr6bati6fi 
of Go», 4nd't(i^njtfy' tils favour in Heaven-; letilfe'^be* 
come the finGe*e-' dlffciples of Je s'u^ Chris t ; let'ui 
follow peace with all rftfen, and hoHnefs, without *whidi 
iid «i^n fhall'fee fhe-Lord, Let the- recolledtion,' that 
ifee-eyes of Gon^^re-againft thofe who do evil, and oF 
that indignation, J^hich he will finally pdtlriipdfh 'th6 
lihgbdly, detter us frdtn all iniquity, and lead Aas t6 
aipire after th^t* geniiine piety, wMdi will rhbft' affo- 
redly, through the infinite merits and media^iph of 
jf^^tTS Christ, introduce us to the future vifionaiid 
fruition of Go-ii', where we Ihall fee him as h^ iVah4 
know even as we are known, 
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